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CHAPTER 3

YouTube Policies
You Must Know
Understanding YouTube’s rules is essential if you want to monetize your channel and

avoid problems later. Most faceless channels that fail to get monetized fail here, not on

views.

3.1 YouTube Partner Program requirements (2026)

To qualify for full monetization, including Shorts ad revenue, you need:

1,000
SUBSCRIBERS

10 million
QUALIFIED PUBLIC SHORTS

VIEWS
IN THE LAST 90 DAYS

OR
4,000

QUALIFIED PUBLIC WATCH
HOURS

FROM LONG-FORM IN THE
LAST 12 MONTHS

A lower fan-funding tier opens at 500 subscribers with recent uploads and watch activity. It unlocks

features like Super Thanks and channel memberships, but not ad revenue. You’ll also need to follow

YouTube’s monetization policies, live in a country where the program is available, have no active

Community Guidelines strikes, turn on 2-Step Verification, and link an AdSense account.

Changes from 1 February 2027

The full-monetization threshold rises to 8,000 watch hours or 20 million Shorts views.

To earn a share of Shorts ad revenue in a given month, you’ll need at least 10 million

qualified Shorts views in the previous 90 days.

Existing partners must accept the updated terms in YouTube Studio by 31 January 2027.

After you meet the thresholds and apply, your channel is reviewed by people, not just software. Reviews

typically take about a month, and reviewers look at your channel as a whole: your most-viewed videos,
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your newest videos, and your overall theme.

3.2 Original and reused content

This is the policy that decides whether a faceless channel gets paid. YouTube’s “reused content” rule asks

one question: did you add significant original value?

Original content is more likely to be monetized

Your own recordings, commentary, editing or transformation.

Educational, documentary or creative value.

Meaningful changes to clips, with your own story and analysis on top.

Reused or repetitive content can prevent monetization

Uploading someone else’s videos, with or without permission.

Clips edited together with little or no narrative, or minimal editing plus a basic voiceover.

Mass-produced, low-effort or repetitive videos, including templated AI content.

Important: YouTube says the reused content policy applies even if you have permission from the original

creator. Permission solves copyright (3.5); only your own contribution solves reused content.

3.3 Inauthentic (mass-produced) content

In July 2025 YouTube renamed its “repetitious content” policy to inauthentic content. It targets channels

that look mass-produced. Examples YouTube lists as not monetizable include:

Similar or repetitive videos with low educational value, commentary or narrative, and minimal variation.

Image slideshows, templated storylines or scrolling text with minimal narrative or educational value.

AI-generated content made with generic or unoriginal templates that gives the impression of mass

production.

How to stay safe

Use a consistent format, but make every video’s content different: a new story, new

research, new visuals, a script written for that topic. A series is fine. A factory isn’t.

3.4 AI and synthetic content

You can use AI for scripts, voices and visuals. YouTube requires a disclosure only when AI is used to

create realistic content that viewers could mistake for real.

Needs the “altered or synthetic” label Doesn’t need the label

AI-generated footage of a real place
A real person appearing to say or do something they didn’t
Realistic depictions of events that didn’t happen

Clearly unrealistic or animated content
AI help with scripts, titles, ideas or thumbnails
Cloning your own voice for voiceovers

Color correction, captions, upscaling

CHAPTER 3

THE FACELESS YOUTUBE SHORTS BLUEPRINT 11



Set the label when uploading, under Altered content. When in doubt, disclose: the label doesn’t hurt

monetization.

3.5 Copyright basics

Content ID claims

Automatic matches against registered music, film and TV. A claim can block your video or send its

revenue to the rights holder. It isn’t a strike.

Copyright strikes

Formal takedown requests from rights holders. Three strikes within 90 days terminates your

channel, and even one active strike restricts some features.

Shorts longer than one minute

A Short over one minute that contains Content ID-claimed material is blocked worldwide. Keep

claimed music or clips out of longer Shorts.

3.6 Music in Shorts

Use songs from the Shorts sound library in the YouTube app or the YouTube Audio Library; these are

licensed for Shorts. Music changes how Shorts revenue is calculated: a Short with one licensed track

sends half of its associated revenue to the creator pool and half to music licensing; with two tracks, one

third goes to the pool. Your share of the pool doesn’t change, but the pool is smaller. For voiceover-led

faceless Shorts, original or royalty-free background music is often the better choice.

3.7 Advertiser-friendly content and audience settings

Only views on content that meets YouTube’s advertiser-friendly guidelines count toward Shorts

revenue. Graphic violence, shocking content, heavy profanity and sensitive events reduce or remove

earnings.

Set your audience honestly: mark videos “made for kids” only if they are directed at children. This is a

legal requirement, not a growth tactic.

Fake engagement (bought views, subscribers or comments) violates policy and can terminate a

channel. Views from bots are excluded from revenue anyway.

3.8 Using TikTok and Douyin clips

Short-video platforms are full of niche footage, and many faceless channels build their Shorts from it.

Every clip must pass two separate tests:

Test 1 · Copyright

The creator owns the clip. Downloading it gives

you no rights. Ask for permission and save the

reply.

Test 2 · Reused content

Your script, voiceover and storyline must carry the

video. Permission alone doesn’t make it yours.
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1 Message the creator
Name the exact video, say it will appear in a monetized YouTube Short, and offer a credit.

↓

2 Save the yes
Screenshot the reply with the handle and date visible. File it next to the clip.

↓

3
Credit every time
“Footage: @handle (Douyin), used with permission” in the description. Never crop or blur a

watermark.

↓

4 No reply means no
Use a clip from a creator who said yes, or stock, maps or illustration instead.

PERMISSION REQUEST · ENGLISH (TIKTOK)

Hi! I run [channel name], a YouTube channel about [topic]. I love your video [link]. Could I use a few

seconds of it in a YouTube Short (which will be monetized)? I’ll credit your account in the

description and on screen. Happy to follow any conditions you have. Thank you!

PERMISSION REQUEST · CHINESE ( DOUYIN )

您好！我是YouTube频道「[频道名]」的创作者，制作面向英语观众的[主题]文化短片。我很喜欢您的这条

视频：[链接]。请问能否授权我在YouTube短视频（包括有广告收益的视频）中使用其中的片段？我会在视

频说明和画面上注明您的账号作为素材来源。如果您有任何要求，请告诉我。非常感谢！

This chapter is general guidance, not legal advice. Policies are summarized from YouTube’s Help Center as of October

2026; links are in Chapter 14.

Action step · Chapter 3

1. Turn on 2-Step Verification for your Google account today.

2. Write one sentence describing the original value your channel will add. If you can’t, rethink the

format before Chapter 4.

3. Save the two permission templates in your notes app.
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You’ve read the free chapter.
Now build the whole channel.
The full Faceless YouTube Shorts Blueprint takes you from an empty
channel to a system that publishes, learns and earns, every week.

Pick a niche
with the 5-point scorecard and a worked example

Find proven ideas
with the Shorts outlier method and an idea bank

Write hooks and scripts
10 hook formulas, 2 script templates, real examples

Produce step by step
tool stack, voiceover, legal visuals, CapCut editing

Package and grow
titles, thumbnails, analytics and a weekly improvement loop

Understand the money
how Shorts revenue works, real RPM ranges, 3 scenarios

Follow a 90-day plan
week by week, plus checklists, worksheets and AI prompts

52 pages · 14 chapters · instant PDF download

Get the full book

saveitok.com/faceless-shorts-blueprint
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